History of the
Collins Amateur Radio Club

Rod Blocksome, KODAS
April 18, 2023




Time Line of Events

* May 17,1977 — HF Engineering Dept. Mgr.
Dennis Day, WOECK, obtains approval to
establish a Collins Amateur Radio Station at

Main Plant
* Equipment to be the “HF-80 Demo Units”

* Nothing further done except discussions at
coffee break and lunch for the next five years!
(as near as anyone remembers)



Time Line of Events

Fall 1982 — Planning Committees for the 50th
Anniversary of Collins

— Amateur Radio: Tom Vinson, WA9YZN (chair), Rod
Blocksome, KODAS, & Jerry Vonderheide, WONGL

18 Jan 1983 — Presented our proposal for a
special event station at Main Plant. Paul
Congdon, ADOC, volunteered his call sign.

25 Feb. 1983 — Our proposal approved!
4 Mar. 1983 — First official committee meeting




Time Line of Events
Tom Vinson’s Memos

10 Mar. 1983 — Committee Meeting Results

14 Apr. 1983 — A progress report on “Special
Event Amateur Station”

11 May 1983 — Minutes of May 10t meeting.

8:00 AM 13 June 1983 — Official dedication of
the special event station and first contact
made by Wayne Groff, WORU
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Wayne Groff, WORU, Makes the first Contact at ADOC




Time Line of Events

e 27 Sept. 1983 — Culmination of special event
was ADOC portable operation on the lawn of
building 120 at 50t" anniversary celebration.

e 2,838 Contacts in 50 states and 162 countries

 5:18 PM, 17 Nov. 1983 — Constitution of the
Collins Amateur Radio Club formally adopted
and the club was born.




Time Line of Events

* Club Officers were:
— President: Tom Vinson, NYOV
— Vice President: Al Hammond, KOHWE
— Secretary: Joel Gillett, WBOOZF
— Treasurer: Vern Garman, KOEGA
— Activities: Larry Kerr, KOMTM

e Charter Members: 102

— Names engraved on a plaque in club station
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T?E_HUﬂT MEETING OF THE COLLINS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB WILL BE HELD
UN TOESDAY, APRIL 17, AT 4:45 PM IN THE MAIN PLANT CAFETERIA
(BOILDING 140). ALL GUESTS ARE WELCOME]

BILL SABIN, WOIYH, WILL BE SPEAKING ON SPREAD SPECTRUM

APPLICATIONS FOR AMATEOR RADIO.

LOCAL CLUOBRS

CEDAR VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MEETS THE SECOND THORSDAY OF
EVERY MONTH AT 7:30 PH IN THE PEOFLES BANK BOILDING DOWN TOWN.

EASTERN IOWA DX ASSOCIATION WILL MEET ON MAY 4 AT 7130 PM IN THE
LINN COUNTY REC BUILDING ON THE EDGE OF MARICON

CLELD DAY
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Special Event Operations

 July 12-20, 2008 — 50" Anniversary of the
Collins S/Line Special Event Operations

* Sept. 20-26, 2008 — 75t Anniversary of Collins
Radio Special Event Operations
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17 Nov. 1983 — Original CARC Station, Bldg 139
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CARC Visitor — Lorin Hollandar
May 10, 1990

DAL 22

Likes his code in A-flat "

Lorin Hollander, the renowned pianist who soloed Saturday and Monday with the
Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra, took time out Monday to visit Rockwell Inter-
national’s Collins Defense Communications plant because of his interest in amateur
radio. Here he inspects equipment in the Collins amateur radio club station in the
35th Street NE plant. With him are members (from left) Rod Blocksome, Tom Vin-
son and Peter Tilly. Hollander told radio club members he finds A-flat the most
comfortable tone to use in receiving Morse code.



Collins Amateur Radio Club

Wants you!

e————Before joining CARC — After joining CARC
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From ADOC to WOCXX

In late 1995 Tom Vinson and | started working

the FCC process to obtain Arthur Collins’ Call
for CARC

Arthur’s widow wrote a letter to the FCC

recommending the call go to CARC (Facilitated
by Warren Bruene, W50LY)

Many “hurdles” to clear with the FCC

First Contact as WOCXX made with Warren
Bruene in Dallas, TX on Nov. 24, 1996



WECXX

The Collins Amateur Radio Club
Cedar Rapids, lowa U.S.A.

Takes pleasure in this QSL to amateur radio stafion:

Rod Blocksome, KODAS

Confirming our 20 meter single sideband QSO on this,

the 24th day of November 1996 during the first day
of operation for our club station as WACXX.

This special event was jointly sponsored by the
Collins Amateur Radio Club and the
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Trustee, WBCXX

Arthur A. Collins, WACXX
1909 - 1987
Founder of The Collins Radio Company

COLLINS
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ONE OF THE GANG AT COLLINS RADIO
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Sep. 1989 — Second CARC Station, NOCXX,
1




MARS Operations

Fall 1990, Desert Shield & Desert Storm

CARC Granted access to Comm Central Assets
for Phone Patches. MCI donated Long
Distance Toll Charges

Organized by Vern Garman, KOEGA; Bob Lee,
WBOUL; & Rod Blocksome, KODAS

USAF Call Sign: AFC3RI

In 9-months: 5,000 phone patches & 1,400
volunteer hours by CARC members



MARS Operations

1991/2, Operation Fuertes in Honduras

In 7-months: 6,400 phone patches & 900
volunteer hours by CARC members

Nov. 1992, CARC transferred to Navy MARS
Navy Call Sign: NNNORRC

Phone Patches to ~170 Navy Ships in the Persian
Gulf and Mediterranean Sea.

As of Dec. 15, 1993 - 7,500 phone patches &
1,200 volunteer hours by CARC members



MARS Operations

* April 16, 1993 — Governor Terry Branstad

presented prestigious lowa State Award to
CARC for volunteer work in MARS programes.

e Governor Branstad and the CARC volunteers
photograph taken in Cedar Rapids
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TERRY E. BRANSTAD
GOVERNOR




to #4

Standing, left to right

Dan Zillman,Tim Busch,Bob Ruthorford,Mark Kovalan,Bill Bell, Gov Branstad,Mike Krenz,Dan Veerhusen,Lee Johnson,Alan Bechtold ,Darrell Berg,Jim Nickum
Sitting, left to right

Joe Culwell,Rod Blocksome,Bryan McCoy Bob Lee, Joel Walker,Vern Garman, Tom Vinson




The Big “Oops”

On August 2, 2000 the NOCXX Club Station in

Building 112 Catches Fire !

Caused by a shorted pilot lamp holder that did

not blow the line fuse in the CDE Rotator
Control Box.

gnited the papers on Cork Bulletin Boarc

~ortunately this event did not “kill” the ¢

ub
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CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 50 CENTS

Gazette photo by Brian Ray

Rockwell
Collins

building
damaged

Cedar Rapids firefighters battle a
blaze on the roof a Rockwell Col-
lins engineering laboratory build-
ing in the company’s complex
along Blairs Ferry Road NE. Fire-
fighters responded to Building
112 around 8:30 last night, and
the fire was extinguished about
an hour later. There were no inju-
ries. The fire was caused by an
electrical equipment failure.
Story, 1B.
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Fire damages laboratory building
at C.R. Rockwell Collins complex

Company representative
believes building could
be open for work today

By Frank Gluck
Gazette staff writer

CEDAR RAPIDS — A two-alarm
fire last night damaged an engineer-
ing laboratory building at the Rock-
well Collins complex in northeast
Cedar Rapids.

About 20 firefighters responded to
Building 112, located between Blairs
Ferry and Collins roads, around 8:30
last night. The fire was extinguished
about an hour later.

Nancy Glass, spokeswoman for
Rockwell Collins, said the four to six
maintenance workers, who were in-

Aug. 2000 — CARC Suffers

side the building when the fire alarm
sounded, were evacuated without inju-
ry.
“It's not a building that has many
people in it after hours,” she said.

Firefighters on the scene appeared
to be concentrating their efforts on the
roof, and ventilation fans were airing
out the building. No chemicals were
related to or affected by the fire, Glass
said.

Glass was unsure if* the building
would be open today.

“By the looks of it, it (the fire) was
contained to a small area,” she said.
“So, my best estimate is that, for the
most part, the building will be open.”

The fire started when a piece of
electrical equipment failed and ignited
combustible material in a radio room,
the Fire Department reported late last

night. The fire traveled to the ceiling
level, causing a skylight to fall and
letting the heat and smoke escape,
department spokesman Dave Koch
said. The ventilation of the heat
helped reduce the damage caused by
the fire, he said. A damage estimate
was not available.

There were no injuries.

In February, a small explosion and
chemical spill prompted the evacua-
tion of two buildings. After accounting
for seven workers in the immediate
area of the blast, firefighters evacuat-
ed 110 employees from an adjoining
building as a precaution. No fire
followed that explosion and there
were no injuries.

M- Contact writer Frank Gluck at (319) 3988310 or
frankg@fyiowa.com

Embarrassing Publicity

* The Gazette, Thurs., Aug. 3, 2000
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www.gazetteonline.com I3



\ The “lIgniter”

X-Rays of the CDE

Rotator Control |
Meter & Pilot v
Light




CARC Events & Activities



2003 — Joe Spinks, AAOKW, Special Event Op
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WOCXX

Collins Amateur Radio Club
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

NOCXX

Collins Amateur Radio Club
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
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50 Years Collins S/Line \\\v- 50 Years Collins S/Line

W3SROK

Collins Amateur Radio Club
Richardson, Texas

WoCXX

Collins Amateur Radio Club
Tustin, California
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Portable CARC Stations

2002 — WOCXX/MM near Howland Island

2002 — T30CXX on Tarawa Atol

2006 — WOCXX/MM, Howland — 2" Time

2006 — |

'30CXX, Tarawa - again

2008 — 1

'32CXX on Christmas Island

2017 — WOCXX/MM, Howland — 3™ Time



'he CARC Stati
Went to Sea |
2002 with 1
The Collins ARC operated aboard the Research Vessel Davidson
Mar. 12 to Apr. 29, 2002 while conducting a deep ocean sc ar searcf.
for Amelia Earhart’s airplane. Club member Rod Blocksome KODAs a n O a O a r‘d

and Station Trustee Tom Vinson, NYOV operated an IC-706MKIIG,
AT-4. and a 75-foot sloping long-wire antenna secured to the top of

the aft mast. This photo was taken during the search near Howlanc :
Island in the Central Pacific t e R V D aVI d S O n
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Tarawa in
2002

Again on

Tarawa in 2006 e .




WOCXX/MM.on the R/V Mt.
Mitchell-2006




T30CXX on Tarawa - 2006
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Preserving CARC History

Complete Scanning All Newsletters to PDF

Collect & Scan Photos of Events, People, and
Stations

Post on the CARC Web Site

Other Ideas ?




Questions ?

Comments ?

Other CARC Stories ?



